THE OPIATES: PRESS COMMENTS 2008

“This E.P. is moody, magnificent and decadent - the Nico of the rave generation has returned with a stealth-bomb of a record, with a tranced-out charm of its own.”

Ben Wood, Bearded Magazine (U.K. / worldwide)

“The Carpenters of electro… dark, electronic pop: scalpel-sharp lyrical observations juxtaposed with shimmering production to magnetic effect.”

Ben Murphy, DJ Magazine (U.K. / worldwide)

“The high priestess of electronic soul… her voice is unmistakable – ridden with drama and soul – sounding like Marlene Dietrich by way of Diamanda Galas.”

Gregor Laird, The Skinny (Glasgow magazine)

“A female, modern-day Marc Almond… this E.P. of throbbing electro-disco, torch soul and narcotic pop is awesome.”

Jason Riley, I-DJ Magazine (U.K. / worldwide)

“Avant-garde Deutsche diva Billie Ray Martin’s sublime vocals and catchy, industrial post-punk disco…”

Keith Barker-Main, Metro newspaper (U.K.)

“Something like Amanda Lear ganging up with Laurie Anderson to kidnap a low-key echo of “The Day Before You Came”, an Abba track. Is it any good? Yes, very.”

Unpeeled Magazine (U.K. / worldwide)

“Full of soul and emotion… the songs creep into your consciousness and before you know it have taken over your motor functions. Oozing sex with great electro bleeps and an orgasmic vocal delivery… a real success.”

Sean Slingsby, Gigwise (online)

“Finally, a return to real angst!  Magnificent!”

Mark Moore

“Candy Coated Crime ist die bombe!”

DJ Hell

“A bleep-fest of epic proportions, which really serves as yet another vehicle for Martin’s butter-soaked soul…”

Subba-Cultcha (online magazine)

“A glacial quartet of mournful electro-ballads bathed in sumptuous spaciousness. The low slung Marlene Dietrich-pitched vocals are the icing on the cake… this new venture sounds so fresh, unforced and 2008-friendly.”

Beatmag.net (online magazine)

“Some beautiful downbeat electronica, with Martin’s distinctive voice… from this release, things are looking good.”

Beat Surrender (online magazine)

“It’s the sound of dance music before the circus came to town.”

Electric Roulette (online magazine)

“The Opiates produce a very chilled, yet brain stimulating brand of electro beats mixed in with very soulful vocals. Truly and completely a work of musical mastery.”
Paul Richards, Noize Makes Enemies (online magazine)

“Fans of bleepy, ambient stuff, buy this!”

Richard Smith, GT Magazine (U.K. / worldwide)

“I’m sold – enraptured by hearing THAT voice in person. The new sound builds on the classic Electribe 101 template, so there’s a definite place for songwriting, but also a dry wit and intelligence you don’t often find in the pop charts.“

Music Like Dirt (online review of The Opiates live at Rough Trade East)

